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might be started, so that the Communists should be
accused of the crime. In that event, what would Goering
have done? Surely he would at least have told the police
to see that their story led to the Communists. It would
have been easy enough to "plant" evidence. Instead, the
police arrested four foreigners (van der Lubbe, Dimitrov,
Popov, and Tanev, of whom Dimitrov had a perfect alibi,
having been in Munich on the night in question), and only
one German, Ernst Torgler, the chairman of the German
Communist deputies. Had a trial on Stalin's lines been
required (to convince the German people, presumably,
that Communists are In the habit of burning buildings),
then it Is hard to suppose that the Nazis would have
chosen their victims so badly that the Court acquitted
four out of the five accused.

Finally, the fact that a tunnel led from General
Goering's house to the Reichstag Is proof of Nazi inno-
cence, not guilt. Why should the Nazis, had they been
going to commit arson, have used such a clumsy means
of approach as an underground passage leading to the
house of one of their leaders? Goering had all the
resources of the State behind him. He had no need of a
secret passage. He would not have given orders likely to
Incriminate himself. Yet unless we accuse him personally,
or other high Nazi officials, we cannot reasonably accuse
anybody in the Party. If we suggest that subordinates
gave the orders, we are left with the assumption that
junior officials planned a huge and entirely unnecessary
conspiracy.

When the French entered the Ruhr in 1923, Hitler
nearly won Bavaria to his cause. He failed, but came to
bless his reverse, for his party was not yet ready for power*

For ten years longer the struggle continued: between